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From the Director
“Great public places and works of landscape architecture deserve to be treated like great buildings.”

— Michael Kimmelman, New York Times architecture critic
“Gardens are works of art.”

— Robert A. M. Stern, dean of the Yale School of Architecture

These recent quotes elevate great outdoor spaces and gardens to a status typically reserved only
for architecture. And rightly so! After all, the best buildings make the most of their surroundings
as part of the overall design.  

Frank Lloyd Wright comes immediately to mind as an architect who went a step beyond when it
comes to landscape and design. He didn’t simply design structures that spoke to the surrounding
land, but literally incorporated the outdoor world into his buildings. You can see this at Fallingwater,
a landmark home in Pennsylvania that he designed over a waterfall. The union of landscape and
building is, of course, difficult to do, but wonderful when achieved. Such is the case at Bard’s
beloved Blithewood, a late Georgian Revival mansion and walled garden designed by Francis 
Hoppin in the early 1900s. Both estate and garden sit quietly on a bluff overlooking the Hudson
River, but Blithewood differs from neighboring historic estates in one important way: it has no
formal docents, brochures, guides, or signage of any kind. However, this year the Hudson River
Valley National Heritage Area has recognized that Blithewood does indeed deserve public 
interpretation and awarded the Arboretum a small grant to get it started.

Bard’s neighbor, Montgomery Place, is another underappreciated historic estate. This summer,
in return for a tour of Blithewood last fall, our colleagues at Montgomery Place graciously hosted
the Bard horticulture staff for a tour of the spectacular house and gardens.

Also this summer, the newly designed and engineered Olin parking lot is showcasing its first 
season of full bloom. Parking lots are not usually areas that the average person pays much 
attention to, but last fall the Olin parking lot received a green infrastructure makeover. It is now
absorbing, cleansing, and slowing the speed of stormwater from nearby areas through its rain
gardens, vegetated swale, riparian buffer, and constructed wetland. Take a stroll when you have 
a moment. Lots of wildlife will be there to greet you!

Get ready—autumn is just around the corner!

Amy Parrella ’99

Banner image: Blithewood Garden
photo©Marie Iannotti
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The Bard Landscape and Arboretum Program hosted its annual Arbor Day
celebration on Friday, April 24. This event marked the eighth anniversary 
of the dedication of the Bard campus as an arboretum and featured a 
ceremonial tree planting in a new allée outside Bertelsmann Campus
Center. The maidenhair tree (Ginkgo biloba ‘Princeton Sentry’) was 
planted as part of Bard’s ongoing effort to populate the campus with a
younger generation of trees, an initiative spurred by the loss of many mature
trees due to age, insects, and disease. The tree will also help provide shade
along the nearby walkway. Many thanks to the teachers and children of the
Bard Nursery School and Community Children’s Center for their help in
planting the tree!

Planting an entire allée with the same type of tree is a bold act today, 
especially since heavy storms and pest infestations seem to be more 
common. But the ginkgo, hardy in New York, is one of the few trees that has
proven resistant to pests and diseases. Considering the current condition of
local trees and the never-ending list of pest and disease infestations they can
get, complete resistance is a rare trait. The Bard Horticulture Department
hopes to use ginkgo trees to replace the declining population of ash trees
that now dominate the Campus Center landscape. 

Despite years of fighting the impending approach of the emerald ash borer
(EAB), a new insect to our area, Bard’s ash trees are under attack. This 
summer, the College contracted a tree company to treat 26 ash trees with a
preventative injection. However, many trees were too far gone to be treated.
Many of the ash trees will be coming down as a result of this devastating 
insect, whose presence causes twig dieback, leads to increased woodpecker
activity, and ultimately kills the tree.
    
Emerald ash borers were first found in Ulster County in 2010. Since then,
there’s been a quick migration across the Hudson River to Dutchess County.
It is thought that the insects were transported in logs or firewood. Many
types of ash trees were planted to replace elms that had succumbed to Dutch
elm disease. EABs have no natural predators but the Department of
Agriculture is currently scouting sites to test the release of beneficial insects
(insects that would help destroy EABs). Bard has been asked to be one of
these test sites. To date, approximately six ash trees have been removed from
the campus due to the borer; however, more infested trees have been identi-
fied and will have to come down in the near future.

Arboretum Celebrates Its Eighth Anniversary with Arbor Day
Tree Planting
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One student can make a difference! A new permeable parking lot is now open
across from the Olin Humanities Building, thanks in part to an idea that came
out of a final thesis by Bard Center for Environmental Policy graduate and
Columbia County resident Carol Smillie BCEP ’12, titled Sustainable
Stormwater Management: Recommendations for the Bard College Campus. 

In 2014 Bard was awarded funding through the New York State Environmental
Facilities Corporation’s Green Innovation Grant Program, thanks to repeated
submissions by Bard’s Office of Sustainability. The project implements several
green infrastructure practices to slow the speed of stormwater, clean it, and
infiltrate it, all part of a holistic solution to flooding and water contamination
caused by impermeable surfaces. The parking facility, now called the Bard
Regional Green Infrastructure Demonstration Project, has transformed a
problem area into an educational opportunity by replacing the lot’s compacted
crushed gravel with porous asphalt. The new surface also aesthetically enhances
one of the most heavily trafficked parking areas on campus. The project 
includes a constructed stormwater wetland, bioretention areas, a vegetated
swale, bioswale, riparian buffer planting, and sidewalks constructed of 
permeable, interlocking concrete pavers. 

Although the parking lot itself is the centerpiece of the project, one of the most
innovative features of this new landscape is the exclusively native plantings that
were designed to mimic natural systems to cleanse and infiltrate stormwater.
The Restaino Design Landscape Architecture firm designed all the wetland
and upland plantings, which are strategically placed around the project’s
green infrastructure. These plants are pivotal to the proper functioning of
the entire system. 

If you have a moment, please walk the wood-chip path that meanders around
the constructed wetland and through the lot. There are two interpretive signs,
located at the north and south ends of the parking area, that describe the
green infrastructure components of the project and detail how they work to
alleviate flooding concerns.

Olin parking lot before (top) and after (center) construction; overhead
image of the lot and plantings in summer 2015
photos Barbara Restaino; Laurie Husted; courtesy of the LRC Group, drone
image

Innovative Plantings Capture Stormwater 
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It’s official: Bard is the proud owner of three of New York’s biggest trees! 
The trees—a hickory, a maple, and a blue spruce—were initially measured
by summer intern Adam Rife ’14 and Arboretum Director Amy Parrella ’99.
The final measurements were tallied by George Profous, senior forester at
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and 
keeper of New York’s Big Tree Register, which is available online at
www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/2015champssci.pdf.

The last time one of Bard’s trees was awarded New York Big Tree status was
in 1985, and it was for the red maple (Acer rubrum) on Blithewood lawn near
the Levy Economics Institute. Unfortunately, this tree is no longer in the 
registry due to several devastating events, including lightning, storm damage,
and fire. However it still stands today and is a true survivor. 

New York State Big Tree Register 
(as of April 17, 2015)

Common Name Scientific Name Circumference at 4.5’ Height Crown Points TOTAL

Hickory, Red Carya ovalis 119 138 16 273
Maple, Black Acer nigrum* 133 99 12 244
Spruce, Blue Picea pungens* 87 92 5 184

*Cochampion (another tree in New York State has the same or similar number of total points)

From left to right: blue spruce (Picea pungens) at Ward Manor; red hickory (Carya ovalis) near the Reem-Kayden Center for Science and Computation; 
black maple (Acer nigrum) at the Levy Economics Institute photos Amy Parrella ’99

Bard Has Three of the Biggest Trees in New York

Friends of the Landscape and Arboretum Program at Bard College 
received $2,414 from the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area 
to fund educational and interpretive materials for Blithewood Garden, 
a turn-of-the-century Italianate walled garden on the banks of the Hudson.
The Arboretum hopes to install a kiosk at Blithewood later this year to assist
with the interpretation of the site and its history.

Nearly $30,000 was awarded to Hudson Valley organizations in support of a
variety of educational and interpretive programs that will showcase the area’s
history and contribute to the region’s heritage tourism economy. The other
award recipients were the Friends of Clermont, Thomas Cole National 
Historic Site, Olana Partnership, Albany County Historical Association,
Albany Institute of History & Art, and Shaker Heritage Society. Funded 
projects feature a range of engaging initiatives aimed at connecting people
with the region’s history and historic resources. 

Mark Castiglione, acting executive director of the Hudson River Valley
National Heritage Area, said the organization “is about building partnerships
across our region to celebrate and promote the Hudson Valley’s rich history
and natural resources. These projects are a sampling of the great work our
Heritage Area partners are doing throughout the region.”

Priority was given to projects that featured a designated Hudson River Valley
National Heritage Area heritage site, connected multiple heritage sites 
thematically or geographically, were part of a larger local or regional heritage
initiative, incorporated mechanisms for sustainability beyond the period of
the grant, or involved partnerships with other heritage sites, municipalities,
and for- profit and not-for-profit organizations.  

The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area program was established by
Congress in 1996 and is funded, in part, through the National Park Service.
The mission of the organization is to recognize, preserve, protect, and inter-
pret the nationally significant historic, cultural, and natural resources of the
Hudson River Valley for the benefit of the nation. The Hudson River Valley
Greenway is the management entity for the Hudson River Valley National
Heritage Area.

Blithewood garden in August 2015 photo Amy Parrella ’99

Bard Receives Greenway Award for Blithewood Garden



Staff Trip to Montgomery Place
This summer, students and staff from the Horticulture Department visited
Montgomery Place, Bard’s neighbor to the south, for a guided tour of its historic
house and gardens. Many thanks to everyone at Montgomery Place for an
enjoyable and informative tour! 

The right combination of people, property, and aesthetic movement came
together in the creation of Montgomery Place. The estate’s main house was
designed by Alexander Jackson Davis and its landscape inspired by Andrew
Jackson Downing, both of whom were influenced by the picturesque ideals
of the mid-19th century—and both of whom were also involved in the design
of Bard’s Blithewood. In its entirety, Montgomery Place consists of the house,
gardens, arboretum, woodlands, orchards, natural features, and hamlet, all of
which make it a truly unique American treasure.

The original Federal-style mansion was transformed by the wealthy
Livingston family in the mid-19th century (it had been built in 1804–05 by
Janet Livingston Montgomery, an agricultural entrepreneur and the widow
of Revolutionary War hero General Richard Montgomery). It is the only
Hudson Valley estate house from the era to survive intact, and it is Davis’s
only surviving neoclassical country house.

The estate was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1975. 
Ten years later, the Livingston descendants sold it to Historic Hudson Valley,
a regional historic preservation group. The district was declared a National
Historic Landmark in 1990, and Montgomery Place itself received that 
designation in 1992.

Montgomery Place is also known for its fruit orchards, and its farm stand on
Route 9G provides some of the best locally grown produce around!

Montgomery Place staff lead members of the Bard Horticulture
Department on a tour of the grounds and mansion.
photos Amy Parrella ’99
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Identifying the Emerald Ash Borer

If you notice any of the following on your ash trees, you may have an
emerald ash borer (EAB) infestation:
• Abundant erratic holes drilled by woodpeckers, which feed on 

prepupal larvae
• 1/8-inch D-shaped holes in the bark, created by adult EABs when

they emerge in the spring
• Thin, 2- to 5-inch vertical splits through the bark of living trees. 

If you remove the bark and find S-shaped galleries tunneled just 
beneath the bark or etched into the underside of the bark, this is a
sign of EAB infestation.

• White or cream-colored legless larvae in the galleries beneath the
bark of living ash trees (the larvae are also flattened, 10-segmented,
and 1 to 1 1/2 inches long)

• Wilting foliage, dead branches, and thinning canopy
• New shoots sprouting around the base of the tree or at the junction

of live and dead parts of the trunk or branches

If your trees are infested with EABs, contact the local cooperative 
extension or report the infestation to: NYSDEC Forest Health
Program at LF.Lands@dec.ny.gov or 518-402-9425.

Arbor Day planting of a maidenhair tree (Ginkgo biloba ‘Princeton Sentry’)
with Bard faculty, staff, students, and children from the Nursery School and
Community Children’s Center
photos Amy Parrella ’99

Emerald ash borer 
photo David Cappaert, Michigan State University, Bugwood.org


